
What I Noticed This Week
A Presentation on the Findings of My Literacy Self-Study

Zia Steele                                                                                                                                                                         12/4/2021



What I Read, 
Academically



Should Writers Use They Own English?

Vershawn Ashanti Young

I’m so used to reading the 

conventional academic language that 

this writing style is shocking to me. 

However, I agree it’s important for 

writers to employ their true voice. 

Reading this article makes me feel 

better about those times I let my 

personality shine through in my 

writing. 



I appreciate how Young takes the same statistic and show’s that it can be interpreted two 

different ways. He also mixes in pathos by including “Instead, it mean that the one set of rules 

that people be applyin to everybody’s dialects leads to perceptions that writers need ‘remedial 

training’ or that speakers of dialects are dumb.” These is an excellent argumentative strategy. 

Young also excels at addressing counter arguments in an open-minded yet critical manner so as not 

to seem shortsighted or weak in his argument.



Using phrases like this really demonstrates Young’s point that opening up academic discourse 

to multiple dialects gives writers more options to achieve their writing goals. I don’t think the 

“dominant language” could get me this excited about hearing what Young has to say next. This 

writing choice exemplifies the importance of demonstrating your point not just in what you 

write, but in the way you write.

Learning about code-meshing also makes me less nervous about blending informal phrases 

with the more formal way I learned to write. 

“Let me drop some code meshing knowledge on y’all.”



Young does an excellent job 

summarizing his argument in the 

conclusion. Doing so really reorients 

the reader to see the bigger picture 

and reminds them of anything they 

might have missed. I strive to do this 

in my own writing when appropriate.



Before even learning the term, I 

loved multimodal composing. I 

use lots of images and GIFs on my 

blog, and I link to lots of videos. 

I’m also a big fan of google slides, 

Youtube video essays, Instagram, 

tri-fold presentations, 

whiteboards, chalkboards, and 

posters.

An Introduction to Strategies for Multimodal Composing



I always appreciate an abstract 

or overview because it lets me 

determine whether a paper 

has the information I’m 

looking for before I sift 

through the entire text. 

However, I notice that the 

overview’s language is much 

drier language than that of the 

main text. 



The five modes of multimodal composing do a great job covering the 

aspects that separate a well-written text from a poorly written one.

I find the spatial mode very important, especially when it comes to 

having appropriately placed paragraph breaks. You don’t want a 

giant block of text, but you also don’t want to break up a paragraph 

where it doesn’t make sense. 



What I Wrote, 
Academically



Introduction to 
Engineering Journal
This assignment had me writing about my 

contrasting experiences in high school and college.  

I found that writing about my personal experiences 

encouraged me to write in a more personal, less 

formal tone. However, I also felt a need to suppress 

this tone and be more formal because I didn’t know 

the professor’s preferences for college writing. For 

example, I didn’t use contractions.



To write this journal entry, I use Google 
Docs. This platform served as a way of 

saving my work in case something went 
wrong and I needed to return to a 

previous draft. It also provided spelling 
and grammar checks.

I submitted the assignment by 

pasting it into a text box on Canvas. I 

had to add back in paragraph indents. 

I also used the browser extension 

Grammarly for a final round of 

spelling and grammar checks. 



What I Watched, 
Non-Academically



The Darksaber Explained

Kyle Hill is very objective and quick to point out issues with his own 

proposed explanations. I try to follow his example in my writing. 

Because Science with Kyle Hill



What Dinosaurs Actually Looked Like

I love how Kurzgesagt talks about science in a poetic fashion with visuals painstakingly custom animated to fit the words. It’s multimodal 

composing at its peak. I lack the resources to incorporate my own animations, but I try to add a similar poetic feel to my writing when possible. 

I also use images to punctuate points, but in a punchy way that doesn’t flow like Kurzgesagt videos. I hope adopting this alternate strategy to match 

my resources still manages to capture my readers’ attention. 

Because Science with Kyle HillKurzgesagt - In a Nutshell



New Results in Quantum Tunneling vs. The Speed of Light

Seeing this video made me so excited I felt I had to stop everything and watch it. I love how Spacetime videos 

always manage to trigger my scientific curiosity without leaving room for misinterpretations that could excite me 

even more but also lead me to relay incorrect or misleading information. This approach is vital when explaining 

such high-level concepts to non-experts.

Because Science with Kyle HillKurzgesagt - In a NutshellPBS Space Time



What I Wrote, 
Non-Academically



The best STEM videos have a logical flow from one 
topic to the next. I try to accomplish the same thing 
in my writing. 

I can see how Young’s essay on writing in your own 
voice, even if it’s considered informal, encouraged 
me to be more comedic and natural in my writing.

When I get really into writing a piece, it can be 
hard to put it down. I like to write a chunk of a first 
draft, revise it a little, write the next chunk, and 
then revise the whole text again once all the first 
draft chunks are done.

I also  worry that I may not be able to post a piece 
for whatever reason if I wait until it's polished so 
I’ll post an article after my first round of revision 
even if I’m planning another one later. 

I spend a lot of time and energy citing sources and 
picking images that go well with the flow of my 
writing.



I’ll often just write so I can get my 

ideas down--I even worry I might 

forget them if I slow down--and go 

back to polish them later. If I don’t have 

time to just write, I’ll put my ideas into 

an outline. 

Upon revision, I find myself changing 

the wording of my title to make it fit 

nicely in a single line at the top of the 

page. This is an example of the spatial 

mode of multimodal composing. Doing 

so also makes the words flow better, 

demonstrating the importance of the 

linguistic mode.



What I’m 
Writing Now 

(Also academically)



The Literacy Self-Study
As I’m writing this self-study, I notice the urge to draw connections between all the 
texts I’ve read or written through similarities, even though it’s just as valid to 
discuss differences between texts. I think it may be because I tend to write by 
looking for connections that support my points. Fortunately, I got some practice 
writing about contrasting subjects in my ENG journal.

I find composing a Google Slides presentation much more compelling and less 
daunting/intimidating than writing an essay, even if the final word count is the same. 
Google slides allows me to be more creative and multimodal, although there is room 
for improvement. I find it limiting that you can only choose from a small number of 
themes, and you can’t adjust them.

It’s interesting how patterns will emerge without my forethought, like the multiple 
pictures in this presentation containing books, and I’ll go on to actively continue the 
pattern. 



I notice myself applying what I read about in Introduction to 

Strategies for Multimodal Composing as I’m deciding how to 

present my notes: adjusting the layout of slides, changing the 

order of texts, etc. I even find myself using ezgif.com, the 

website I use to edit images on my blog, to adjust the 

brightness of the image above. 



I’m outlining this presentation via the same method I use 
to outline articles I write.

Just like in blogging, I got a bit carried away enjoying the multimodal aspect of my journal for 

this assignment, to the point where it was difficult to shift gears and tackle the reflection. 

Nevertheless...



Time to Reflect
Literacy Self-Study Reflection

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jn8Jy1dL9RtTzsH2NtYCHrdzjCzcEpmOyJc0zu9itsg/edit?usp=sharing

