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Reflection Letter
In the assignment "Composing Messages in Multiple Genre Assignment", I decided to
write three different genres all pertaining to a single message: Constant use of
earphones causes hearing problems even for young people, and that headphones may
prevent hearing damage to some extent compared to earbuds. The three genres I
chose were a poster advertisement, magazine page, and Reddit post.
Because the message that I wanted to send was a solution to a problem, all three
genres had an advertisement incorporated into them. The initial reason why I chose
these genres was that I could easily see a headphone advertisement in these genres in
real life. For example, I have seen multiple company accounts advertising their products
under a Reddit post disguised as a normal user. I have also seen small poster ads on
the side of a website or as small flyers given out to random people on the street. And
lastly, I have seen many product advertisements in magazines.
Even though they all had the essence of an advertisement, the way they were formatted
and written was very different. The Reddit post especially stood out between the three
genres. The overall post was more conversation oriented while the other two were more
product-oriented. This difference is important because, through the different genres, I
was able to learn that even with such a different structure, the genres have the same
goal and message behind them. For the Reddit post, if I had more time, I would have
loved to expand on the real-life story comments. On Reddit, it is not common but not
rare at the same time to find long paragraphs of personal experiences. It would be a
nice experience to use my creative writing skills to create a realistic story with more
details than the current Reddit post I made.
The other two genres: the magazine and poster advertisement, can look similar at first
glance. They both center the main point on the product, they both have images, and
they both use slogans and different font sizes to catch the reader's eyes. I tried to make
them stand apart as much as possible by having a different text orientation and
separate writing structure, but if I had more time, I would change the magazine to focus
more on the problem and have the headphone advertisement in a separate small
section on the bottom corner. As for the flyer, shortening the explanation might suit the
genre better. Also, I am not fully satisfied with the font, so figuring out the font that
matches the overall theme will be one of the main things that I would do if I had more
time.
In the Reddit post, the first part of the message (earbuds cause hearing problems for
the youth) is much more impactful than the rest because it incorporates first-hand
experiences from people who volunteered to share their stories. However, the second
part (headphones are better than earbuds) would easily be overlooked because social
media communities such as Reddit do not trust advertisements or users who are
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sponsored. This can be seen when scrolling through Reddit, posts that are marked as
sponsored posts how a significantly low engagement rate and sometimes have
downvotes. The magazine would have the most credibility for the product because it
takes money or networking to be on a magazine and therefore it allows the readers to
trust the brand a bit more than other advertisements like the poster flyer
advertisements. The poster advertisement will have low credibility because anyone can
make flyers and distribute them to people and therefore will have the least impact on the
readers.
The biggest challenge I had -incorporating all aspects of the message in each genre
subtly- was also simultaneously the most significant lesson I learned during this
assignment. Even with the same message each genre had to look natural and had to
have the key components for each of the genres. I had to create fake stories and
conversations for the Reddit post that still pertain to the message. for the magazine, I
had to seek out pictures that would aesthetically fit the structure of a magazine. And for
the flyer, after my peers pointed it out during peer review, I had a hard time deciding on
the font. Even though it is a small detail, it changed the whole atmosphere of the flyer.
After the change in font, the flyer had a more professional look to it and enhanced a bit
of credibility than before. It was interesting to know that all these genres had different
details that I struggled with which naturally had the same message behind the words.
Unlike any other assignments from the past, this assignment required a lot of creativity. I
had to be flexible with what I was writing. Even though there was a straightforward way
to describe the message or even though there was an easier way to phrase the
message, I had to challenge myself to get out of my comfort zone and restrain myself
from using certain languages so that the genres look more natural. By forcing myself to
be more creative and think outside of the normal writing style, I was able to step back
and look at my writing objectively. But, at the same time, I did feel like I already knew
most of the skills that I applied in this assignment. After being exposed to these genres
in real life, I already knew how to organize each genre, and I also knew how to look past
the different types of languages to understand what the real message or intention
behind the posts was. And because of this, I feel like the main takeaway I got from this
assignment was the more writing practice I gained.
In the future, whenever I do an assignment that involves genres other than scientific
journals or articles, I would think back to this assignment. I will know what to expect/do
for the assignment since I have done it once before. And when I'm doing research, I will
be able to figure out the hidden messages in different genres more easily after this deep
dive into genres.

